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Over 10,000 export containers stuck

By Javed Mirza

KARACHI: The strike called by
m,-,u,a”nmt' !“‘d Goods Transporters
lasvit has crippled exports as
over 10,000 coqtainers are shock
that might result in cancellation

]G“m-liﬂdﬂmmw_

The transporters alliance
wienk o strike fram December 5,
due o harassment by the strang
'| bhatts mafia and ki
.| napping of drfvers, which is to be
| continued until these problems

The Karachi Chamber of
Commeroe and Industry (KCCT)
also sent i S0S to the federal
interior minkster to sobve the
L ,

Haroon Agar, president of
KCCL, said that all the ports in
Karachi had come to & standstill
because of the strike.

“All the ports are closed and
| calossal finaneial losses to ex-
ments. Likewise, the importers
| are also !'aﬂng hm T i
| farm of detenton o astnd
| et deivexien e stuck op o
ports and carnol reach the ware-
| Eﬂdmmn{mw fiti \

No vehicle can
enter or exit
the port
premises,
which may

cause colossal
financial

losses

—HKCC) presideat

edicines, FMOGs, howsehol
items and food products in
Karachi and across Pakistan
Agar nioted. 5

Javed Bilwand, central chaly-
mun of Pakistan Hesicry Manu-
Tacturers Association (PHMA),
sadd that the sudden announce-
ment of the strike had crippled
their which is the life-
line and backbone of the econ-
m .ﬁ- “mmr I:lfﬂ-
porters had ready for
ﬂnhﬂlm@mmﬂmﬂ

PO COnSignments o
shipped as per the deadline given
by the foreign bupers could not
reach the part due to the strike,”
Billwani sasd.

As the consignments mear
for expot would not be able to
reach the parts well in time re-
Wﬂlﬂdm be d"

bave 1o be sann
b e

In a letter to the Mindstey of
Textile Industry, PHMA said that
L Iniry & exports had been |
heedd up as over 10,000 continess |
drastic strike of the

+ alliance, not enly ks there going

vere pridlems,” added

On avessel takes s
proximately 600 containers of 40
fewt, and if the vessels leave the
port withowt COnSE
ll'-ﬂlh,ﬂmemqi 3-3“1;0!
backlog that could prove disas-
Crous,

The average fréight per 40
fieet contalner is £3500, whoress
wioalld be around 525,000

o S50 (N0,
Bilwand zxid that such & con-
Lairwer contained tovtile products
warth $100,000. The net peofit on
the same was around 35000 1o
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’Exporters |

fail to ‘I{:
meet

deadlines

By Parvaiz Ishfag Rana

w, Dec 10: Expart
consignments worth millions
of dollars, laden in over 15,000
contziners, failed w meas
their shipping schedule as

goods carriers serikes entered exports during the last nine
the ninth day on Monday, danys,
Ry adary il The goods carriers strike
Similarly, areund 5,000 con- has not only hurt export ship-
tainers, loaded with import ment but caused a huge j.;.ﬁl-
goods, including raw material to importers who have to pay
neaded by the indusery, are heavy demurrage for mnot
also stranded at ports becauss timely clearing their ;
there was no inward or out- ments from port areas. .
ward movement of the cargo. Yasin Siddik sald due to
KPT's chief spokesman non-availability of raw materi-
Mohammad Ali  Siddigui al, activity in many industrial

admitted that there was no
movement of cargo from the
port area for the lpss six days,
bur £aid “there is stll no con.
gestian af the port.”

He further stared that on
the instructions of KPT chair-
man a survey had been cars

day.
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M Yasin Siddik, chairman
All-Pakistan
Association
Balochistan), said that goods
carriers sirike had completely
halted exports and impors
and had also caused damage
w industrial activity through:
out the country.

He estimared that in texrils
exports alone there was a loss
of around Rs36 billion per

The Aptma chief further
stated that goods carriers
sirike has resulied in a ealos
sal loss of $600 millon in

units across the country had
come 1o & halt and this would
far-reaching conse
quences in the coming days
when exporters would not be
able 1o meet their foreign con-

M Jawed Bilwani, chair.
Pl!l-ri.ﬂ‘.:]]
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Textile Mills
(Sindh-

ried our ar the pori area and FILLTY, Hosiery PrL R
a2 PICT and k:ll':'I' contaimer Manufaciurers  Association r:l;:'-".;..15,,.:_',T.'-llfi!“-'-'.’.i dt-‘*-‘ _
terminals and it was conclud. (PHMA), drew the anention o
ed that the siruation was stll of the government towards 4
comitrtable within the port. poar law and order sinsatan 2,
The siruation worsened in the city which forced trans- -3
after bocal poods carriers, whe POFLErs 10 g0 on A strike. §
normally haulage carge o Belated joining of the
and from port area 1o clry's strike by the Karachi Goods =
business and industrial estab- Carriers, along with United e
lishments, wenr on a sirike 5 B %
which entered the fifth day Alliance, which GPETEleS "
Ghulam Hyder Chandio of across the country, is an evi- L 4
Port Qasim Authority said dence that poor law and order e

that cargo handling inside the
POIT Area was Eﬂiﬁs o AArs
! mally, bur due to non-avails

ability of pgoods carriers,

waty ingo port arca to meet the
shipping schedules, . .1

Expo

: Continued on Page 11 :'

rters fail 4\

expart cargs is not finding it
Continued from Page 9
has forced them to withdrve
their vehickes.

He further stazed that dus-
ing routine haulage of goods
within the city arca, many
vehicles loaded with goods
worth millions of mipess, ave
either been hijacked and
drivers kiduappesl

The PHMA chiel even

:ppm:rml the Federl
Mimister for Fesiile Indusary
Miklidum Shalsbaisldin anil
urped him wo wse his ool
affices in bringingg an end o
trmnspoters” sirike.

Mr Bilwani drew the atee- -
ton of the minister towards
losses being  suffered by
cxporters  and  said  that
arcund 15,000 contaners are
presantly stuck up at industr-

al establishments throughout
the country.

Similacly, he sakd that
about 5,000 boxes 1m.-|:l;¢d
with import cargs, including
raw material, are lying within
part areas and could not be
macnsesdd et due b IrEnsSpOrters
sirike.

Hee feared that if situation
BisEn i teided, it il
wanis loss b0 coink iy expor
el e sen Treighl
clhinrpest peer A0 Lis coniaines
e Morth Americia coHme i
around $E50L Aginst fhis, if
a contminer i airlifted, i
would cost $25,000 1o 530,000
per b,

On average, he said, textle
goods Iopded in o conlainer
hove o valwi- of  around
S 100 IN and profic macgin of
an exporter on these goods

comes to around 35000 w
s7000, However, if an

has to wirlift carge, it
woudd not only eat away his
ontie profit, bue he would
also have o pay £XI0D AMoARL
of around $20,000 1o 525,000
froan his pockeL.

Zain  Bashir, chairman,
Pakistan Bedwear Exporiers
Association (PREA), said that
entire export  and aEport
aetivities ano industrial man:
pinciuring hive come 0@
siomalaall, Bapt no one seoms to
he interested o reselve thas

REALE.

_Adubitionally, he said agri-
culture sector is also going to
suffer badly because supply
af fertilizer, like DAP and
wren for prowers seross e

country, has stopped due 0

transport strike. /
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Textile exporters fear cancellatimk\
of huge foreign orders -

TAHIR AMIN

ISLAMABAD:  Textile
exporters fear cancellation of
huge foreign orders due to the
United Goods Transporters
Altiance (UGTA) strike, which
would not only result in huge
Bosses wo the excporters, but also to
the national T,

About 10,000 containers have
been held up following the
UGTA"s sirike, announced on
December 5, 2012 against the on-
going harassment by the blasttha
mafia and rasmpan kidnapping of
drivers. This was revealed in a
letter written by Javed Bilwani
Chairman Pakistan Hosiery
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (PHMA), to

q-_ia}:h:}l:un Shahabuddin Federal
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Nnspo “.strike

Minister for Textile sailing away without the consign-

PHMA approach the ment. This would ultimately have
Minister for remedial measres to %o be sent by Air incurming heavy
emsure the eardy resolution of e airfreight costs. It was further
UGTA's issues so that the strike maintained that a vessel takes
is immediately called off. Ifthe approximately 400 cortainers of
strike prolongs fiurther, this would 40 fieet, while some take 800 con-
bead to great loss to the exporters, tainers ie. three vessels could
fearing cancellation of vital wke 2000 containers, Freight per
omders maintained the lter., 40 feet container is approximately

The strike has crippled exports  $3500, while if the goods arc sent
which are the lifeline and back- by air, the airfreight would be
bone of the country's’ economy. arcund $25000 1o $30000. The
A large number of exporters had textile goods in a container are
shipments ready for the last load- worth approximately S 100,000,
ing day (Thursday and Friday), while the net profit on the same 1o
besides many export consign- the expoeters is S5000 1o $7000.,
menits due 1o be shipped as per 1T an exporter airfreights these
the deadline given by the forcign goods, he would not only lose all
buyers, could not reach the ports his profit, but he will have to pay

in time, resulting in the vessel 5200000 $25000 additional.
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