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"Export of value-added\
textiles falls

KARACHI, Dec 19: Export
of value-added textiles during
first five months (July to Nov)
of the current fiscal recorded
a steep fall of 20 per cent,
which should have rung alarm
bells for the government.

Though export of value-
added textiles contributes
more than 50 per cent to the
nation’s exports and gener-
ates maximum employment,
this sector is presently under
deep crisis, the government
seems to be totally indiffer-
ent. -

This was stated by chair-
man of Pakistan Apparel
Forum (PAF) M Jawed
Bilwani in a statement issued
on Monday.

He said 20 per cent fall in
exports of value-added tex-
tiles demanded immediate

By Our Staff Reporter

attention of the government
which had so far taken little
interest in economic issues of
the country.

He also said t:hat export of
knitwear during July-Nov in
quantity terms declined by 17
per cent over the correspon-
ding period last year.

Similarly, bedwear exports
recorded a fall of 22 per cent,
towels by 13 per cent and
readymade garments by 13
per cent during the period
under review.

The forum’s chief asked the

“government  to give some

attention to economic issues
because the .industry and
trade were fast sinking
because of shortage of power
and gas and law and order
problems.

According to him, when bil-

B/

lions of rupees of export trade
is held back by the govern-
ment departments and the
Federal Board of Revenue, it
threatens their existence and
already a large number of
units have closed down while
others lay off a large number
of workers.

Mr Bilwani disclosed that |

Rs20 billion is outstanding
against drawback on local
taxes and levies (DLTL) and
this was creating liquidity
problems for export trade and

could ‘not fulfill export con-

tracts. -

He urged the govermnent
to exempt textile sector for
gas and power load-shedding
because it was the largest con-
tributor in exports, employ-
ment and foreign exchange
earning.
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