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transit of cargoes to and
from Karachi Port

RECORDER REPORT

KARACHI!: The indefinite
strike by goods transporters on
Thursday ceased the supplies of
umport and export cargoes to and
from Karachi port, as exporters
fear delay in their shipments 1o
the world markets.

Official sources in Karachi Port
Trust (KPT) told Business
Recorder the strike hit the sup-
plies of containenzed goods at
cast and west wharves of the har-
bour. “The supply of coal clinker
has already been stopped for the
last three days as transporters are
on stnke,” they said.

Goods transporters went on
stike on Dec 4 to protest inaction
* against the criminals who contin-
ue to hijack loaded trucks on
highways, besides the bad aui-
tude of motorway police,
President Karachi Goods Carrier
Association (KGCA), Khalid
Khan, told Business Recorder.

“The goods transporters strike
will lead 10 a huge financial loss
due 10 delays m shipment to glob-
al markets,” Central Chairman
Pakistan Hosiery Manufacturers
and Exporters Association
(PHMA), M. Jawed Bilwan, told
Business Recarder.

He said a large number of
xporters arc feared to fail 10

catch ships for loading their
export-bound cargo because of
the ransporters striike, *The strike
will cause a huge hinancial loss o
exporters 1o supply Uwir consign-
ments by air,” he showed appre-
hensions,

Oflicial sources said the nation-
al highway authority had lumited
the transportation of coal clinker
to 50 tons while the transporters
were against the weight restric-
tions. “Transporters believe the
weight restriction will increase
their costs of transportation and
stop their loaded trucks at
Karachi port since Dec 4," they
said.

Bilwani termed the wrans-
parters strike “justified” wiich s
in protest against the “strong
bhatta mafia and frequent kidnap-
ping of drivers and their loaded
trucks on highways. He said the
lawlessness on highways has
forced the transporters 10 go on
sirxe.

A group of 37 different unions
of goods transporters formed
United Goods Transporters
Alliance which is on strike since
Dec 4 for indefinite period
against the growing insecurity (o
their trucks and crew besides the
heavy handedness of National
Highways and Motorway Police,

Khalid Khan said.

KPT sources said that there
were a large number of loaded
trucks standing with NATO mili-
tary vehicles, which the strike
may also put on hold for days.
They said the coal clinker halt
has, however, given a much-
needed relief to the resident of
Keamari as they were largely suf~
fering breathing problems from
dust. They said dozens of trucks
loaded with coal dust would go
round the clock from Karachi

o,
When contacted, KPT
spokesman  told Business

Recorder that “port operations
continue unabated as ships were
loading and unloading cargo
round the clock™, He said the
transporters strike has not affected
the supply of impont and export
bound cargoes as the port has
olher transporiation sources like -
NLC and milways to depend o,
The goods wansporters in after-
noon also staged a protest demon-
stration on Nalive Jetly o press
the government to [ulfil their
demands. Hundreds of trans-
porters patticipated in the sit-in
which latter peacefilly dispersed.
They said they will not er strike
until government meets theig,
demands. //
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Goods carriers’ \

strike hits export,

By Aamir Shafaat Khan

KARACHI, Dec 7: The strike by goods trans-
port carriers is creating problems in move-
ment of export goods from industries to the
port, besides disturbing schedule of ship-
ment/arrival of goods.

Transporters are on a strike against inci-
dents of thefts, extortion and challans by the
motorway police.Site Association of Industry
acting chairman Naseem Anwar said that 50
per cent expcrt-oriented units in SITE area,
out of a total of 2,700 operating units, are fac-
ing crisis as containers are stuck up and there
are delays in export shipments while LCs are
expiring.

He said importers of Pakistani goods at for-
eign destinations are demanding their ship-
ments by air which is pot possible.

The government should resolve the issue as
industries are already facing problems owing
to gas/power load-shedding and water crisis.

A local manufacturer at Korangi Industrial
Area said that goods destined for local and
foreign shipments have piled up at units, forc-
ing many units to curtail their production.

CEO of North Karachi Development
Management Company, Syed Usman Ali, said
that he had talked te the police high-ups to
provide protection to transporters so that
export and local shipments could be resumed.
He said the industries remained shut in
Muharram holidays besides facing gas sus-
pension on Sundays.

North Karachi indusirial area comprises
2,500 units in which 80 per cent are export-
oriented.

Karachi Wholesalers Grocers Association
(KWGA) chairman Anis Majeed said the
erain and food market at Dandia Bandia can
sustain the negative impact of the strike for
another two to three days as supply of food
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items from the port to the wholesale market
had been suspended for the last three to four
days.

Even shipment of food items from the up-
country.to city and from Karachi to other
parts of the country had also been suspended.

He said that the impact of the strike on
prices is yet not being felt due to thin demand
of commodities and slow lifting of items by
retailers.He, however, said that
importersiiraders would have to pay demur-
rage at the port by approximately Rs1,000 per
container for failing to lift items in five days
from the date of arrival.

Supplies of over 25,000 tons of DAFP urea
from Fauji Fertiliser Bin Qasim Plant to deal-
ers and farmers of the country are suspended
for the last four to five days.

If supplies of DAP are not restored imme-
diately, sowing of wheat may be delaved in
major parts of the country as application of
phosphates'is highly recommended at the
time of sowing, sources said.

This is in addition to the fact that some
palitically-motivated elements are harassing
truckers in transit at Hyderabad Toll Plaza on
clumsy grounds.

According to the FFBL sources, the inter-
vention of higher authorities is needed to
resolve the issue immediately in the best
interest of the country.

FFBL, the only urea and DAP production
plant situated in the outskirts of Karachi, is
unabie to transport its DAP and urea for
farmers across Pakistan which has created
shortage of DAP in upper parts of the country.

Sources said that this situation may result
in huge loss to agriculture sector and wheat

-affected.

Ty

sowing target of the government may als&?,
A

e S




	scan0001
	scan0002

