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KARACHI: The govern-

ment’s unpreparedness to fulfll
requisites to capitalize on the
EU’s duty-free regime is feared
1o turn the country's textile and
other exports unviable in the
Luropean markets as the con-
cerned federal departments
show no signs of activism to
facilitate Pakistan's dwindling
tradle.

“GSP Plas is still unclear 10
exporters as the government has
evolved no mechanism to help
the export-oriented industry
fully take advantage of the duty-
free regime."” said Chairman
Pakistan Apparel Forum (PAJ)
Muhammad Javed Bilwani at a

joint press conference at PHMA

House on Monday,

He was flanked by represen-
tatives of a number of other
value-added textile associations
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including Chairman Towel
Manufacturers' Association of
Pakistan, Iftikhar A Malik,
Chairman Pakistan Cotton
Fashion Apparel Manufacturers
and Exporters Association,
Khwaja M, Usman, Chairman
Pakistan Readymade Garmerits
Manufacturers and Exporiers
Association, Arshad Aziz for-
mer Chairman Pakistan Hosiery
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association, Saleem Parekh,and
others,

“If the government steps up to
clear all hindrances in exports
under GSP Plus, then the coun-
try will be able to export textile
items by 25 percent more to the
EU in the first year,” Bilwani
said while responding a ques-
tion.

The value-added. textile asso-
ciations demanded of the gov-
ernment to give a special status
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plus regime

to the export-oriented textile  “i¢ shovld be immediately
and other sectors and fix utifi. outstanding
ties tariffs for them ' |

interest, the tariff lines issue can help the

be solved in a day,” Bilwani able liquidity to increase their

said. Mmﬂmﬂmm
He said the EU has 1159 tex- EU as 2 result

tile items for the couniry 10 He said the govermment has to
in line with the GSP Phus ensuve the
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Textile exporters'
demand industry

status . -

KARACHI: Textile exporters
have sought a separate industry
status for the export-oriented
sector from the government, re:
questing it to freeze the rates of
utilities for at least a vear with
the provision of gas on priority
basis.

The GSP Plus duty advan
to Pakistani products in thv:.t%:guli
ropean Union is not enough and
the government would have to
provide theJécal industry with
able it fo compete in the intérna- -
tional market, said Jawed Bil- |
wani, chairman of value-added
textile associations. Speaking at
a press confergnce on Monday,
he said the facilitation to the in-
dustry would increase the ex-
ports by 26 percent in the first
year of GSP Plus, creating em-
ployment opportunities. A

Bilwani informed that 10
other countries other than Pak-
istan had this duty advantage
and in order to enable the local
industry to compete with them,
the government should supply
utilities at lower tariff, ensure
| availability of raw materials (cot-
ton yam) and monitor exports. |

He urged the govemment to |
clear the sales tax refund and re- |
bate claims of the exporters to ,
solve their liquidity crunch so
that the exporters could concen- |
trate on making the most of this
duty advantage. He demanded of
the government to eliminate two
percent sales tax on zero-rated
sectors, as the refunds in this re-
gard had not been paid to the ex-
porters since long.

The exporters said that Euro-
pean buyers would opt for the
suppliers, who would provide
them with cheap and timely de-
ivery of products.
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"GSP Plus Cell”

By Our Staff Reporter

KARACHI: The export-onented
mdustry has asked the govern-
nment 1o establish a “GSP Plus
Cell’ for maximum wutilisation of
duty-free access to 27-member
Lwuropean Union (EU) as well as
3ob creation and eamning foreign
exchange.

'Ihemmsalmpartufminus
demands raised by the leaders of
six leading value-added textile
sectors at @ humedly called press
briefing held at the Pakistan
Hosiery Manufactures Association
(PHMA) House on Monday.

The representatives said that
the ocell could monitor each con-
signment leaving the country’s
ports and the mformation would
be shared with exporters so that

should immediarely match tariff
Bnes with the EU as out of the
rotal 949 wariff lines of Pakistan,
around 210 do not march with the
Cause problem to exports at port
of entry when EU customs and tar-
iff bines do not match,” the main-
Tamed.

The leaders pointed out that
Pakistani exports would be facing
stiff competition from 58 coun-
tries already enjoying GSP Plus
and hence Pakistani products
should be most competitive to
fully avail free market access.

“Without giving special status
to the entire export oriented
industry, the desired goals cannot
be achieved. On granting special

- status, the government should give

top priority to export oriented
industry in-supply of all utilities,
including power, gas and water”
the leaders demanded.

Furthermore, they said that tar-
iff for essental urilities should be
fixed for a minimum period of one
year to enable export oriented
industry to live up to its commit-
ments made with foreign buyers.

The leaders complained that
long delays in payment of differ-
ent refunds by the Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR) often causes lig-
uidity crunch for export trade who
have to compete and ensure time-
ly delivery of export orders.

It must be ensured that pending
claims against Drawback on Local
Taxes and Levies (DLTL), sales tax
refunds and customs rebate
should be cleared without any
delay.
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