/" ANF, customs urged to minimise delays

RECORDER REPORT
KARACHI: Exporters of value-
added textile products on Thursday
urged the Anti Narcotics Force (ANF),
customs, and operators of port termi-
nals to streamline their affairs to min-

" imise shipment delays.

At a meeting with Director ANF,

> Sindh, Brigadier Muhammad Wajid at

r

-

the PHMA House, members of Value
Added Textile Forum (VTF) raised
issues relating to delays of their con-
signments.

Chief coordinator of PHMA and
Chairman of Pakistan Apparel Forum

S BUSINESS RECORDER KARACHI FRIDAY 20 JULY 2012

M Jawed Bilwani Chairman of
PHMA, North Zone Usman Jawaad,
Chairman, South Zone, Abdul Rauf
Patel, Deputy Chief Coordinator,
Junaid Makda, Chairman of Paksea M
Kamran Chandna, former chairman
Paksea, Rafiq Godil, Chairman of
Prgmea, Atiq Kochra, Vice-Chairman
PBEA, Nagi Bari and a number of
apparel exporters participated in the
discussion,

Javed Bilwani stressed the need for
improving the cargo clearance system,
complicated by the involvement of
various agencies at ports.

He said delays would be reduced by
70 percent if the status of cargo was
monitored electronically, besides
allowing shippers to know the name
and contact numbers of insepectors
concerned.

He said the ANF and ports officials,
customs, model collectorate and other
relevant agencies should work around
the clock to facilitate exports. He said
docks around the world operated 24
hours a day.

He said exporters suffered losses on
account of delays in shipment, adding
that shippers had to supply their com-

modities via air shipment and pay a
higher tariff by comparison with
expenses incurred on seaborne trans-
portation.

Enumerating other factors causing
delays, Bilwani said that cargo ship-
ments were also delayed because of
the poor law and order situation, which
hindered export cargo from reaching
harbours on time.

Exporters also called for safe inspec-
tion of goods.

In reply to the exporters’ concems,
Brig Muhammad Wajid said efforts
were needed to improve the inspection

-

system at docks.

Urging exporters to discourage
bribes as a means to expedite cargo
inspections, he said that this practice
damaged the entire system. *

He pointed out that ANF had recent-
ly detained a number of fraudsters who
were minting money from exporters for
“speeding up their cargo clearance”.

Brigadier Wajid said that the ANF
had detected 12 containers loaded with
prohibited substances over the past 18
months. He said thorough inspection
of containers also yielded 550 kilo-
grams of heroin.
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Friday, July 20, 2012

ANF to continue inspection of export consignments

KARACHI - Anti Narcotics Force will continue its inspection of exports consignments at the
seaports to control smuggling of drugs. However, this system will be made more efficient to
ensure clearance of the containers within the shortest possible time.This was stated by
Director General, ANF Regional Directorate, Brig Muhammad Wajid during his interactive
session with the members of Pakistan Hosiery Manufacturers and Exporters Association here
at the PHMA House on Thursday.

Among the businessmen, the prominent were Chief Coordinator and former chairman of
PHMA, Muhammad Jawed Bilwani, Chairman, PHMA Southern Zone, Abdul Rauf Patel,
leading exporters Naqi Bari, Rafig Godel, Kamran Chandna.The leadership and the members
of PHMA apprised the Director General ANF of the problems relating to clearance of export
containers at the ports.The ANF Director General informed the PHMA member that during
the first half of 2012, ten times more narcotics had been seized against that of total seized in
last ten years. In last six months, 23 tones of charas and 550 Kilograms of heroin was seized.
This shows the efficiency of ANF, which is much better in comparison to many international
drug controlling agencies.He said that in the light of profiles of the exporters, ANF checks
only two percent containers against its mandate of five per cent.He said that ANF earlier had
bound the exporters to bring their consignments at the ports 48 hours before the shipment
schedule. However, on the request of the exporters, the ANF revised its policy and fixed this
period at 24 hours.

To extend maximum facilitation to the exporters, ANF had deployed its additional staff who
were working round-the-clock.He urged the PHMA members not to give a single penny as
bribe to the officials of ANF and any other government agency for clearance of their
containers as it had destroyed the entire system.He said that if some one demands ‘speed
money’ in the name of ANF from an exporter, he should immediately inform his office and
assured of very quick and strict legal action against the accused.Brig. Muhammad Wajid said
that on the demand of exporters, ANF has been working on a computer system which will
show the status of export containers waiting for clearance/investigation by different agencies
at the ports. Thus, the exporters would see their containers on the website that will help them
to pursue for timely clearance of their containers.Till the commissioning of this new internet
facility, the PHMA can nominate their representative on whose assurance the packing of
goods would not be opened for investigation/clearance and would be forwarded for shipment,
he said.

Chief Coordinator and former central chairman PHMA, Muhammad Jawed Bilwani and other
exporters welcomed the above facility and said it would solve at least seventy percent of their
problems. He proposed that the clearance time of containers of a particular exporter be
specified, along with identity of the official who is assigned this work. His contact number
should also be given so that the exporter could contact and send his team for quick re-packing
of the cartons in the containers, in case of opening of these, to avoid delay in the shipment.
He complained that during the checking of their consignments, some officials were badly
damaging the cartons/packing which caused great loss to them at the importers end. Bilwani
suggested that ANF, Customs and Container Terminals should function round-the-clock for
speedy shipment of export goods as the export containers were reaching the ports day and
night.“When our factories are running 24 hours, why npt the clearing agencies at the ports,”
he remarked.
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* ANF DG says a group of cheats held for taking R i i e
Rs1.7m ‘speed money’ from time-conscious P .3

exporters, Dollar-fetching textile exporters dub costly
airborne dispatches a total loss, Traders say lack of
coordination between Customs, ANF, others delay
shipments

The ill-regulated thus problematic cargo clearance procedures at the

country’s sea ports are delaying the shipment of exportable cargo
giving an opportunity to expl oiters who are extracting huge sums as

"speed money” from the time-conscious exporters. According to Anti- e ; e e Rt . TR
Nareotic Force (ANF) Sindh Director General Brig Muhammad Wajid Se = e e L Zmﬂ;b:_#:_ﬁa_-—“&-—w e
the bribes are being taken in the name of government officials e et o _SEreRel ash aks s

belonging to Pakistan Customs and Anti-Narcotic Force (ANF)
apparently to speed up the clearance of exportable and imported cargo at the country’s seaports,

Wajid revealed this during a meeting here with the members of Pakistan Hosiery Manufacturers and Exporters Association (PHMA) at the PHMA House
Thursday. “There is a world of corrupt people who secure bribes in the name of ANF and Customs,” he said.

The ANF chief said in a recent case unearthed by his department a group of frauds demanded bribe of Rs 1.7 mfrom the exporters for speeding up the
clearance of their cargo. "Of the total bribery, Rs 1 mhad gone to the inspector (fake), Rs 0.5 mto a milk seller and the balance to others invalved,” Wajid
told the meeting. The group, he said, had been arrested and taken to task despite the opposition of some judges who, the ANF chief said, found no lawto
support such arrests. The bribed money, however, was recovered from the culprits, he said. *You destroy the entire system while offer a bribe for getting
a speedy customs clearance of your goods,” the director general told the exporters adding “I can’t stop the corruption but we don't want you to be
exploited”,

Having a totally different version of the story, the exporters, particularly from dollar-fetching textile sector, claimed to have had their business a “total
loss™ due to lack of coordination between the government institutions responsible for inspecting outbound containers and other packed commadities at
the ports.

“It is a total loss for us if we go for airborne exports,” Pakistan Apparel Forum (PAF) Chairman Muhammad Jawed Bilwani told Pakistan Today
commenting on airborne exports as an alternative..

Bilwani said the exporters’ earning on a single shipment ranges from five to eight percent that is eroded by the air freight. “All we want our airborne
exports is to enable us recover the cost,” the PAF chief said.

During the meeting, the exporters complained that insufficient number of dogs, trained to find drugs or explosives by smell, available with the Force was
also a major source of delay in cargo clearance. “You at least need 25 such dogs against the existing 4,” an exporter advised to the ANF director.

Conceding that it was indeed a daunting task to get the government institutions do a job on its merit, Brig Wajid pledged affective measures to quicken
the clearance process. “We have alot of dogs. In fact, dogs’ inspection never delays the clearance.” Instead, he said, sniffer dogs had enabled the Force
detect and hold some 12 containers during last one and half year. “These unprecedented detentions also include 550 kilograms of heroin,” said Wajid. He
assured the exporters that a joint meeting of all stakeholders would soon be held to diseuss the bottlenecks.

Sie A A T B T T

http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/?p=203127

Lo T ML T T e W BT

PAKISTANTODAY

"Dedicated to the legacy of the late Hameed Nizami” : ;
Arif Nizami (Editor) Copyright © 2011 Nawa Media

wo AT e LERE ek ey - L 3 . i e Al T TLgErL —

sww.pakistantoday.com.pkf2012/07/20/newsiprofitirauds-galore/?print Type=article



2000772012 www_pakistantoday.com,pk/201 E'ICI?FE‘ﬂfcity-fkﬂrammnlJ‘uings-QMn&hmd-bacRﬂWJ?pﬂnfr ype=article

T R Y ] s e o TR Bl DL e T TR

Nuthiﬁg_’_s gﬂﬁ;ia lm].:i_[' back ﬁNF N F'_M{IST:&N' [OD N\

S I g o ST i B T RIS ke e | L T g T o e e, TR g ] = LR e R T T

Eﬂur'-EETAPP July 20, zmz-c;n 6:10 AM

* To continue inspection of export consignments, DG
says during the first half of 2012, ten times more
narcotics has been seized against that of total seized
during the last 10 years

The Anti Narcoties Foree (ANF) will continue jts inspection of exports
consignments at the sea-ports to control smuggling of drugs. However,
this system will be made more efficient to ensure clearance of the
containers within the shortest possible time.

This was stated by Director General, ANF Regional Directorate, Brig.
Muhammad Wajid during his interactive session with the members of
Pakistan Hosiery Manufacturers and Exporters Association (PHMA)
here at PHMA House on Thursday.

Among the businessmen, the prominent were chief coordinator and former chairman of PHMA, Muhammad Jawed Bilwa ni, Chairman, PHMA Southern
Zone, Abdul Rauf Patel, leading exporters Nagqi Bari, Rafiq Godel, Kamran Chandna.

The leadership and the members of PHMA apprised the Director General ANF of the problems relating to clearance of export containers at the ports.

The ANF director general informed the PHMA member that during the first half of 2012, ten times more narcotics had been seized against that of total
seized during last 10 years. In last six months, 23 tones of charas and 550 kilograms of heroin was seized. This shows the efficiency of ANF which is much
better in comparison to many international drug controlling agencies.

He said in the light of profiles of the exporters, the ANF checks only two percent containers against its mandate of five pereent.

He said that ANF earlier had bound the ex porters to bring their consignments at the ports 48 hours before the shipment schedule. However, on the
request of the exporters, the ANF revised its policy and fixed this period at 24 hours.

To extend maximum facilitation to the exporters, the ANF had deployed its additional staff which was working round-the-clock. He urged the PHMA
members not to give a single penny as bribe to the officials of ANF and any other government agency for clearance of their containers as it had destroved
the entire system,

He said if some one demands 'speed money” in the name of ANF from an exporter, he should immediately inform his office and assured of very quick and
strict legal action against the accused.

Till the commissioning of this new internet facility, the PHMA can nominate their representative on whose assurance the packing of goods would not be
opened for investigation/clearance and would be forwarded for shipment, he said.

Chief Coordinator and former central chairman PHMA, Muhammad Jawed Bilwani and other exporters welcomed the above facility and said it would
solve at least seventy percent of their problems. He proposed that the clearance time of containers of a particular exporter be specified, along with
identity of the official who is assigned this work. His contact number should alse be given so that the exporter could contact and send his team for quick
re-packing of the cartons in the containers, in case of opening of these, to avoid delay in the shipment. There should be a time bar and in case of delay,
the containers should automatically forwarded for the shipment.

He informed the Director General ANF about the PHMA member exporters had complained that during the checking of their consignments, some
officials were badly damaging the ca rtons/packing which caused great loss to them at the importers end.

Bilwani suggested that ANF, Customs and Container Terminals should function round-the-clock for speedy shipment of export goods as the ex port
containers were reaching the ports day and night. “When our factories are running 24 hours, why not the clearing agencies at the ports,” he remarked.
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