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remained closed in protest
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KARACHI: Manufacturers-
cum=-exporters of value-added
textile sector on Tuesday
announced shutter-down strike
for an indefinite period until
cotton and yarn exports are
banned, while hundreds of]
manufacturing units already

Speaking at a press confers]
ence at Karachi Press Club,}
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mﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ of different value-
added textile muc:tgjinrﬁ I

gnt O " lsunam
mvﬂm " that could strike
the country’s fragile econamy if
their operational units su.!.::::um'und
to cotton and yam scarcity.

They said about 200 value-
added textile-manufacturing units
had permanently dismantled for
different reasons including yam
shortage, while between 300 and
400 units had been shifted to fior-
eign countries from Palkistan.

ngome 250 units have been
shifted to cOuntres like

Bangladash, Sri L"anka,l Jordan,
Egypt, elc, where local investors
enjoy all kinds of facilities
including tax relief. If the yam
isgue continues the remaining
units will alama}:e the same
" they W :
pa%m}r 5§id BD's ﬂm u?naddeg eﬁid
ey it ;
ﬁun:l; ferching about $14 billion
a year exports only at the expense
of Pakistami ts:r.t:l;:,msec;;;
y is not a cotton
dgcﬁ% but it _is the effi-
cient value-added textile produc-

ing couniry becaust Pakistan 15

feeding its industry at the

expense of its own industry,
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“Shutter-down for indefinite period

Pakistan Apparel Forum (PAF)
Chairman Muhammad Javed
Bilwani criticised the minlstpr of
textile industry for not solving a
seven-month old dispute of yam
export, as'the value-added texle
sector had continued with its
demands for comective measures

He urged the government 1o
ban export of cotton and yam, as
fears of opening stocks unavail-
ability at the beginning m‘_" next
fiscal year were creating discon-
tent amongst the exporters of this
VErY secior. :

He said despite being signato-
ries of WTO, India had banned
cotton export and Bangladesh
jute but Pakistan was reluctant to
ban yarn export although the
country’s export-oriented value-
added textile sector continued 10
suffer from raw cotton scarcity in
the local market.

“Chur government claims that
Inidia will begin its exports of cot-
ton to Pakistan, while we
[exporters] say India does not
1 ter let alone cotton or
iz else,” Bilwani said.
airman PAF alleged the

————T

spinning millers that they were
involved in cotton trade, which
was not their sphere of business
and were selling cotton on specu-
lations bringing the whole market
to disorder.

He warned that the value-
added textile sector was in a deep
rouble for shortage of raw com-
modity, which increasingly was
pushing the manufacturing units
towards permanent closure and
feared that' thousands of workers
including women would lose
their jobs.

“About 14 percent decline in
exporis of overall value-added

wiile products has hit the local
%ﬂh}r this fiscal year for shout-

of raw commadity,” Bilwani
added.

He alleged that about 50 per-
cent units of spinning sector had
been closed while the operational
units were only producing 50
percent of the commodity, which
was altogether exported and
nothing of it the value-added tex-
tile sector was provided with.

He said the local industry would
remain partially closed for their
foreign consignments had to be
shipped, however in Faisalabad
and other parts of Punjab and the
country a strike for indefinite peri-

od would continue until their
problems areesolved.

He also alleged that “the spin-
ning sector’s production data of
varn and its availability on the
local market was completely
false and the ground realities
were different.” -

To a question, be said that the
value-added textile sector was
not receiving supplies from spin-
ning mills even on four months
of advance-payments,

Central Chairman of Pakistan
Readymade Garments
Manufacturers and Exporters

- Association (Prgmea) Mohsin

Ayub Mirza said, “there are only
30 families in the country who
rule the country and are behind
all primary and big problems.
They form cartel and fleece the
nation through creating scarcity
some times wheat, sugar, and
now it's yam and cotton.”.

He also warned the govem-
ment of severe employment cri-
sis if the value-added textile sec-
tor closes, which eould result in
further deterioration in the law
and order situation across the
country. Rafiq Habib Godil and
other exporters were preselif on
the accasion, T ;
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KARACHI, May 11: Leaders
of the value-added textile sec-
tor have decided to extend
their strike till such time their
demands are met. The decision
was taken after the sector got
no response from the govern-
ment during their countrywide
shutdown on Tuesday.The
strike call met with a mixed re-
sponse in Lahore, while it was
marked with a complete shut-
down in the textile city of
Faisalabad, which also wit-
nessed some violent incidents.

In Karachi it turned out to
be a successful strike as all the
industrial units of downstream
textile industry in city’s indus-
trial estates remained totally
closed and workers in large
numbers held protest rallies
outside their units.

The salient feature of the
strike was that it was joined
for the first tme by large tex-
tile establishments, which had
remained aloof of the shut-
downs in the past.

The owners of these indus-
trial units with export volume
in millions of dollars were also
seen holding protest rallies
outside their units in Site,
Korangi, F. B. Area and North
Karachi estates. Textile lead-
ers, workers and owners
turmed out in large numbers to
press for their demand of an
wgent ban on export of cotton
and yarm.

But as the government did
not respond and there was no
contact from the high officials
or the minister with the pro-
testing industrialists, the lead-
ers while addressing media at
the Karachi Press Club in the
afternoon declared to extend
the shutdown till their de-
mands are met.

“Not a single container was
exported on Tuesday as all in-
dustrial units in the city and
elsewhere in the country, in-
cluding  Faisalabad  and
Multan remained closed to ob-

Textile leadersif
extend strike

serve the strike call given by
their leaders,” Jawed Bilwani
said.

However, some shipments,
which are due, will be allowed
on Wednesday so that the
country does not lose foreign
exchange, they added.

The leaders said that al-
ready a large number of work-
ers had been laid off and as the
yarn is not available more
units will soon start cutting
their production or close
down. This will result in total
collapse of the industry.

“We managed to control the
labour and requested them to
restrict their protest rally
around their industrial units
but in future this would not be
possible if the government
does not accept the demand.

The textile industry leaders
accused the Aptma of distort-
ing facts and figures and mis-
leading the government ma-
chinery.

The leaders, who addressed
the press conference included
Mehtab Chawla, Rafiq Godial,
Wagar Alam, Noor Ahmed, Ma-
jor (retd) Mustajab, Kamran
Chandna, Mohsin Ayub Ansari.

Prominent among those
held protest rallies outside
their units included Shabir
Ahmed, Naseem Sattar, Saqib
Bilwani, Nagi Bari, Manzar
Alam and Wagar Alam.

The call for countryvwide
shutdown by value-added tex-
tile sector on Tuesday fetched
mixed response from manufac-
turers in and around Lahore.

A spokesman for the value-
added textile sector said the
trade associations leaders and
workers brought out rallies in
all major cies. But a leading
knitwear manufacturer told
Dawn the producers did not
close down their factories be-
cause it could result in delays
in their export shipments.

A large number of industri-
alists and factory workers par-
ticipated in peaceful rallies
and chanted slopans in sup-
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port of their demands. They
were holding placards and
banners demanding from the
povernment immediate action
to resolve the yarn crisis to pro-
tect jobs and value-added ex-
ports.

Business  activities re-
mained suspended at Clock
Tower bazaars, Khurmanwala
Road, Sheikhupura Road,
Sattiana Road, Lorry Ada
Road and other areas owning
the protest rallies took out
against the yarn crisis by la-
bourers and industrialists of
value added textile sector.

shopkeepers pulled theirs
shutters down fearing wrath of
the protestors and to avoid any
untoward incident and dam-
aged to their property on
Tuesday.

Police baton charged to dis-
perse the protestors at the
Millat Chowk where they set
ablaze the office furniture of
the Haji Abad sub-division of
Fesco. The stick-wielding en-
raged workers also broke the
windowpanes of a bus on Shei-
khupura Road. As many as ten
protestors received minor in-
jures owing to the baton
charge.

The Value Added Textile
Forum comprising sixteen dif-
ferent trade organisations gave
strike call for Tuesday against
the unbridled yam export.

Responding to the call, al-
most eighty percent factories
of the value added sector in-
cluding printing mills, hosiery,
dying, sizing, stitching and
home textile units remained
closed and their hundreds of
workers took part in the ral
lies,

The Pakistan Textile
Exporters Association (PTEA),
leading the protest drive,
claimed that strike was ob-
served by 300 home textle
units, 450 printing mills, 1,100
hosiery units, 300 dyeing units,
400 sizing units, 500 sttching
units and hundreds of small
ancillary units,
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FAISALABAD: Workers of Value-added Testile ladusiry staging @ prafest demessiration a1 Faiulsba
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feoad, which remained closed the whole day oa Tucday.~Recorder phedo

More than 60.000 powerlooms shut down

Value-added textile

units go on strike .
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LAHORE/KARACHI: Moré
than 3000 textile factories of
value-added textile secton
observed strike on Tuesday,
pressing their demand for com-
plete ban on export of yam and
cotton from the country whick
has brought the value-added
textile industry on the brink ol
desaster,

Theusands of factory workers
and owners jointly took out
protest rallies, blocked the traf-
fic on Sheikhupura Road and
Mill# Road and bumt an office
of Faisalabad Electric Suppl
Company (Fesco) situated at
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Raja Foad, Gulisten Colony. However,
emphovees working in the building suc-
ceedod Lo save their Eves.

An varsous places pofice resoned o
bathh charge 1o mainoin baw asd crder,
and mone than 1w domen prolesions wort
aresied.

The sirike was obsoreed by 300 home
peutile masvalboiuring units, 450 1exile
printing mills, 1100 hoaiery units, 300
dyeing units, S04 sizing units, SO0 sitch:
ing weits and bandreds of small sncillary

gl

Thousands of workers of (hese wnits
easme oul aof their [alories in
Khuriaswals indusirial belt camrying
black [ajs with proles writien on them
and banners ond placands of “Save the
value-added indusiry”, “Save the ooty
ared ‘Brrmediate: ban on expont of Y and
comon’, The workers 0 mdin
Chowks of Shelkhupam Rosd, Bocked
emiffic, andd ralsed shogans demsanding bany
o expor of cofion and yam. .

Chanting slogang, the protest rally
mareked towards Millan Chowk and
j thee howiery woekers® mally. These
rallies blocked 1ralThc and bumt fyres.
Pglice pestone b lwdhi charge, njurieg 19
workers and taking inlo custedy 20 works
ers. From Millat Chowk, the rallics
marched ywards Distriet Coancil Chowk
where rallies from other paris of the &5y
like Jhang Road, Samundari Rosd,
Sargndha Foad and Jamereala Read also
Joined. :

At Districr Council Chawk, it-in and o
demonstralics was held, Here the mally
was adkdessed by the benders of walue-
e il penociatioea

Chairman of Pakistan Textile
Esporiers Association Khurmam Mukhis
said tha comen and yam were the basic
and mest exsendial mw maerisl of the
value-added sector constibaing 40 percend
of wotal ispui. The waluws-gaded textile
indussry is unable if this bass
v rresderiad s mot vl lable, Crrer e T
on vese not only the prizes of coton and
vy bave high pegeed but also the oom-
modities anc ned easily ovailable n the
domestic market, as the spinners have
hoandied hupe quantitics. e eaport pur-
o, Ihe said. This expon of lifz line row
raterial of the vakae-adied il mdu-
1gies to Pakistan's rival countries ks

ifig thelr indusirial &nd export
secior whiks the home industry & sEangu-
laiesd fowr i T dollers. =We are not
stnuggling e our own benefin bul we am
Fighting lor rational Gaee™, Hee said that
if the whde industry collagmes, 18 milllion
warkers and their families would be
eeprived of their bread and morsel. Rather
ihe daily wage camers and winken are
inclined wpwards pcides. .

Miukamimad Alram Asdan, chairman
of sunding commisee of Malicnal
Assesnbly demanded ol ban on expon
il vaom and cofion bo sustin the
ceoreimy and valus-added wncile induscy
in ghe couniry.

Hiz said, gra value added indusry wis
bifeline and Backione of the caticnsl

ghobally, sherwing shortfall of 4.8 million *
hales Wiorkd's largest expomers of collon s
vamn arg China, Inda and Palistan. Last _
year, the world was faced swith rocessicn
while prodection of conon was sulficen,
b sdded However, this year, cofo6 -
dhaction has declined. Lest year, local cone
guErpGon of Gomon yarn was 8 peroent of
the production while 20 peneent walk
. Dhuring financial year 200809,
430 millien kg of cotton yarm ap to 31
singhe count wes exporicd, eeaning 40
million kg per month, while this yeds
expint of cotion yam i apoend 60 millicn
wrﬂ'ﬁmhﬂﬂ}ﬂr-"
cent of cotion yam up 10 31 smgl ool
s already heen exponed,”

Asims sabd, I is am Eoay that while
corton yam |5 being sold laally o the
i~ nesctile sector at $2.35 per kg
it iz exponed o 51,92 per kg™ He rejocied
te deciiion of the cabinet commitles 1
serap duty on impont of cotton yam, call
inig it eyevwaih a8 cotmon yarm could be
imported Ty value-added textile cxpoiters
umder the duty and tax remissicn for
exgport (DTHE] scheme.

Asim gabd that members of Value-
added Teanile Porum (VTF) hawe orani-
mipsly dememded a ban on expor of ot
Lo v i o 32 segle oot odheraiie
the iedustry wouwld be shifted 1o
Bangladesh, Jordan, Sai Lanka, Egyps and
other couaniries. He suggested thal the
government shoukd enooargs export of
pofan yire of above 32 single count a3
revasch ikt could B e

= the cne hand, the govemment i
wooleg foreign invesiers whils ding
everyihing possible to drive locsl
imwestors away,” ane paricipant of the
eting saad.

Agen saikd Lhat with the expon of yam |
the Fertifizer subsidy poonided by the gav-
errenent b the famiers & being pased o
1o Pakistan's compeibions, China and
Basglsdesh. Ho said the spinners a8
mesting wilh the Trade Devclopment
Mﬂmﬂnlmﬂ]hﬁiﬂm
on capping yarn expart, but lser they”
bascked oif, beaving the vahw-added secior
with na optien but io go on sike. He sid
with the ehesure of value-sdded teadile
mills, ol chairs connected with that tust-
pess would alse be shus down. He called

d!ﬁq:lrt:tuwlﬂt:phnﬁrﬂﬁ'

value-added semior mn econdms: FMISEETE.
al 2.5 million workers whe are employed
in e indusiry. All sssoceations of walee-
adided wewtile sechor, according o him,
m ihe Wﬂ.ﬁﬂ:} &N
the benchmark of mesthly cotlen yam,
eapeet b 35 million kilograms Lo avert
serinus crisis o vahue-sdded sector, which
s elready Eacirg high peessune o smavive.

In Lahore owners and woskers of
thouganiy of value added wexile facioes:
held countrywide strike b press for their
derzamd for ncomplese ban on the expoft,
of yarn, the basic Input material for the
kacal industry.

A spokesman of the value added sactoe
sa5d that over 12,000 valoeadded units
incheding towel, chath, hosiory, neady-

econony. This sector is enming & pee-
capt of Lotal fareign exchange of the
country ahili the 30 pereent of the o
fonce m belng employed by this Lo,
The gavermmen: has sot paid heod 1o this
winctir, which enjoys the vital maporzsoe
i the peonomy and provides milfons of
ok vy fahonar foncn. Funthesmmisre: the gove
ernement hee added bundien on the bexlile
secor due bo hany load shedding result-
ing in reduced productivity and oot pat of
reanufacturing, wan, he sald. The matier
bas heen complicned by & vesied grosp
of unpatriotic elements. They have
exparted cotion and yam al the cost of the
domesic industry. "They have provised
cheaper raw enaierial io our budiness
rivals, strengthening their industey and

well ns syrecketing prsces in domestic
msskets, he said tha value-added socior
has been drawing stk of the govers-
maenl dowands this serious problam for 3
long tirme b Uhe govemimaont il ety
proper algntion towands thas criss. He
scaidl et e sinumtion has betone 50 dis
snal that the vale-adiked sogter has beemn
gonamingd o reon 0 Snkes s prodess

ISR

Hie warssad (hat if vabae-added industsy
cheed down 3 new siom of unemploy-
mrent voould e unlenshed and whole Stu-
ation would become topsy-lurvy. He
wtremaed apon he govermenenl i ifme out
of the dreans and to take practical nwes
sures to save this precious foreign
exchange secnor, He wamed in case
vahi-akied secior feod the dispmer then
the cowary would alsa maffer brepamble
glamg:.

In Multan, moeee than G000 poaer
looms and cextile value-added umics
remalned closed as workers &l ownors
of porwer looms observed sinke, orgam-
ksed o mally, and Bet i & hunger strike
canp o press the autherities for actep-
wnce of their dessnnds and protesting
againat the unavailsbiliy aod high prces
ol ol Y.

The rally was led by Khaliq Qandes|
Arman Secretary Genoral of All Palostan
Poweer Looirs Association (APPLAL He
s, e mre forced 1o observe the sirike
teslry acroms the country and we would
hand aver the keys of ous industry 16
peime minisior bogwage the entire lextak
indhadny, except spinning secior, is sink-
ing.” He thicatened 1o exiend e Sinke
for indefinite perod

He appealed 1o the governnsen les
woek Lo wnpose 3 ban on the cxpon of
cotin yarm sad mw ootlon, herwse the
entirg vabseaddad woxgile sesior would ba
foreed to closo. He ssid: “Only twao
months are lefl i the amival of the new
erop, bul we are sill awsiting some
reliel” Ho addod that enly he sulfored &
lozs of $1.8 mallon during last nine
months dis 1 unavvailability of yam

Muhesnimad Asim Shah, a lesder of
valug-added texiile forum (VTF), axid
that the govemment shoakl ndl change
the indusiry into graveyands and render
181 million workers poblsd

He said that chairmen of at beast 16
value-added otk asoctnn, incldng
Pakistan Apparl Fones (PAF), Towel
blanufacteer Assoclation, Council of
Loom Owners Association, Pakistan
Textile Exponers Association, Fakisan
Choth Merehisnts' Association, Abl
Pakisian Sizing Indusiry Association,
Pakistan Cotlon  Power Loom
Association, All Pakistan Textile
Processing Mills Association, Pakistan
Bmitwear and Swester Expariers
Aszociation, Pakistan  Heslery
Manulaciurers Association (FHM&)
Pakistan Denim Manufastarers and
Experiers Association, All Pakisan Bed
Sheet & Upholitery Manafocturers
Association, Pakistan Readymade
Ganument= Masafseourers and Exporiond
Association (Frgmea) and Fakistan
Coltsn Fashicn Apparels Manufscturers
ard Exponters Asscciation (POTA) are
LN 10 obasaree the arike,

Az briefed the neosnen thay e
tkan 18,1 million people woull be e
dered jobless with the closurs of value
added sectior like garments measafbotuners,
wane arsd ather vabue-added items and
Pakistan would hose &0 percent. af tetiks
geonemy because value-added sstor
Erings 14 1o 12 dollars For while coiton
cxpamers cam only 1.5 16 3 dolles. He
sald that iF a lban on expon o ¢oLon yam,
up o 32 single counts, Wis B0l imposnd
o regulatony duty was not npaed by the
Cobinei Commitiee on Teade, all values
addad textile umts would heve no sliema-
tive I 50 nesort wp comgbele shuidown as
amark of proies

He exgeesiad srong reservations dhou
the prvermment's insctive palicy, lack of
concem and unrealists and inipracticsbl:
decision of the Cabingl Coamnsitiee on
Texsile to shalish dny o6 the import off
COROn yam.

Prodaction of coton crop has declined

:L1Iirl.g. ealkHn IkENE0n ana p'r\vl.m-lnulg
siopped prochaiion throughoud the cous-
ey 25 mark of prolest mgainsd nos-vail
nhility of Fae material (cotten and comon
yami)

Thiew tock oul protest rallles in the
major eentres of value sdded weclle prod-
ucks, ad elsmwhene domanding complete
b ey et ol e 5ot value adkded
prochocts could be exponed, employment

ol dkilled ped b veprkers shoald
sagin and more boesign exckange coukd
It gamnd.

They said that value sdded bowiike Bo<-
ice is the largest employer of the suan-
poswer in th eoantry. "On the ather hand
by exporting yim io Pakistan's congesi:
tars we ffg promoting eployment for
thae ration and also streggicneg them
10 be uble to give hard time to Pakistan in
the meroets of USA e Burope,”™ they
skl

They said the valug added sectir has
Eszen cripplod by profonged load thiddeg
onrs, energy crisis, amd shonage ol mw
material and the governmist has Biled w0
solve any of these problams. “hen-avail-
shiliny af yum has put our valer added
gectod to comner; goverrment shoald
pealbse sensitivity of the: issue and impose
compleie ban on e exportof yam, which
i & badly seeded not only for ruinisg
wheel of the texile industny bul slso 0
keep hundreds of thousands of werkers
on johs.

Thixmands of indastrialits asd faciony
workers pesticipated in the peaceiul milies

the country and chasted sh-
parrs & suppodt of their demands. They
ware halding placards and bannars
deeranding, noen the goversonent immiods-
me aotion 1o resve the vam crisis ther-
wise, il will b2 won labe as thoussnds of
workers eoukd bose their jobs,

O e other hand All Pekision Textike
Mills Asenciation Agtre cluimed that U
spinming industry ls providieg cheapes
yran o Ehe ahomentic inddustry s ooenjned
to its competitars e India, Chins snd
Dianglsdish

In a staiemend it said agy move &0
impass duty on the export of
yam will render closure of N percent of
the spinning industry, peoviding yam 1o
the whaole valon sl Ecmiry, Aptea i
el with only 15 days’ cotion and it has w
et cotton Brom Intermational marke 2t
wirld prices of 8 cong por pounsd for s
Ol days Ll e eew domestic cealon
prrivves i bodal markeL

I said eegulatoay duty on yamy expon
willl disngpt the endire Sexlils values chaae,
there i goverment shauld cordie the
o nariet meckanism,

In Kagachi, the valug-added sector
iwwisstrial units pemamed cosed 10 protest
agains export of yarn and o pross the
pUvemnem 4o irpoess bee on s expan.

Arcund 1300w 1400 industrial work-
ers gathored st the office of Site
Association of Indeatry [SAL) aloesg with
factoris’ pwners bo shonw srength and
rocond prolesl.

Likewise, mround J000 1o 4000 indus-
trial workers gathered cutide the office
of Fedeml B Area Assoczution of Trads
arsd Indetry (FEAATT), and similar mam-
ke of industrial werkers gathered &1°
Moeth Kanchi Associaion of Trade and
industry (MEATI) beshie unils” maner,

The warkers chassed slogans againat
senport of yam, and demardod B on
cxcpant B0 fosep hocal valwe-added indus.
trics operating.
Thaey expressed fiar o Sy may s
their jobs with chodun of the value-added .
industrics.: Howsns, the demo romained
peacefial and fi Feport of any unoward
incident was repeived Bom any indusial |
e

Alkaram Industries, Mehtab Chawla
and Chalrman Site Supes Highway,
whotammad Ihyas domassled of the gov-
ErrEnent 10 imposs oo duty on expor
of yzm o curly it SXpOL

Thazy wppindl thes orvismument 10 save e
sahue-added sostor froen collapse

T industrialises were of the view tal
7 is o token swike and vaboe-addd semar ¢
ey decide 1 go on indelicite srke o
goveminen's fallure 10 shop yam expoe.

Chairgan of FRAATL Shald 1amail,
said than o kis industrial ares aeound 70
perem induirial wits are of vahe-added
gecior and claimed kst all of them
perrained cliosid in prolest agains expost
af yam

THiz acaid gt oot is whilte pakd and
must ned e exporied in raw shape. It
should b exponed aftor valus-adfition.

He zabd that the govermmeen should
pravide level playing ficld a0 that the
valug-sdded sacior shiould get yam af
gl price

Chairman of 541 Salien Parekh, =id
imdustrial units in his Endustrial wtate
remained dlosdd 1 fecond profest agaie
expont of yamn. He unged the govamenem
%0 save the valueadded nduiry from clos
sire and layafTof workers. He demanded
af the govemnmenl bo ismpese ban on
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" Apparel units’
‘owners, workers

g

~protest against
. yarn shortage

By our correspondent /7

;LAHDHE: Exporters and gar-

ment factory workers in Lahore,
Sialkot and Faisalabad took out
protest rallies against the short-
age of yarn in the country.

They were holding placards
and banners demanding from
the government to resolve the
yarn crisis otherwise thousands
of workers could lose their jobs.

Apparel units observed com-
plete strike in Faisalabad, which
was the scene of violent protests
where baton wielding factory
workers burnt tyres, blocked
roads and disrupted traffic for
hours. |

The leading apparel units of
Lahore and Sialkot were operat-

\

ing normally. :
The rally at Lahore wis led
by leading exporter Adil Butt.

Continued on page 18
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Continued from page 15
Rana Mushtaq Khan, Central
Chairman of Pakistan Hosiery
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association led the procession
at Faisalabad. Dr Khurrum
Anwar Kahawaja Zonal Chair-

man of PHMA addressed a rally
at Sialkot.

The protestors pressed their

| demand for a complete ban on

export of yarn so that raw mate-
rial could remain available to
value added textile industry,
which is the backbone of na-
tional economy.

They pointed out that in
February 2010 quantitative ceil-
ings were imposed on export of

#

/" Apparel units’ owners...

yarn but the players have been
successful to neutralize its re-
sults by different ways, even the
export quota restrictions were
not observed and managed by
government functionaries and in
conveyance with customs peo-
ple, much more than the al-
lowed quantity of yarn was ex-
ported. |

Some exporters of yarn got
relief from the courts of law and
the difficulties of industry were
further aggravated.

A large number of industrial-
15ts and factory workers partici-
pated in rallies in major cities of
Punjab and chanted slogans in
support of their demands.

f
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