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'Gas supply to industrial sector
on ‘special priority’

RECORDER REPORT

KARACHI: Slamming the
government’s policy on gas cuts,
the value-added Textile Forum
on Saturday said it is “ruining”
the already over burdened textile
export sector. '

“The policy of the government
relating to gas is unfortunately
* ruining the already over burdened
industrial sector, especially the
vital textile export sector,” said
Chief Coordinator, value added
Textile Forum Jawed Bilwani.

He demanded of the govern-
ment to supply the gas on a “spe-
cial priority” to the industrial sec-
tor, saying the country’s manu-
facturing sector provides huge
employment and earn foreign
exchange to the national exche-
quer.

He said globally industrial sec-
tor is placed first on the govem-
ment’s policies but in Pakistan
the situation is contradictory as
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the government at the expense of
export-manufacturing sector fos-
ters the CNG sector by supplying
the gas. ;

“Nowhere in the world the
industries are discouraged and
crushed like in our country where
the government is out to ruin the
industry at the cost of supply of
gas to the CNG sector,” he regret-
ted.

He said the government of
regional countries is providing all
key facilities, incentives to their
manufacturing sectors, besides an
adequate energy supply.

Showing concerns, Bilwani

‘said the country could not afford
rise in the existing unemployment

and warned the closures of indus- energy

trial units because of gas cuts
would badly hit jobs. “The situa-
tion could also lead to a serious
law and order dilemma,” he
added.

He proposed that only for win-

\

demanded

ter season the tariff of gas should
be raised in parity with the diesel
price to protect the passengers

from unjustified fares the trans-

port sector charges from them.

“Transporters run their vehicles
on CNG but charge fares on the
basis of diesel price. Therefore,
the CNG price should be
increased in winters to discourage
the transporters and save the gas
for industrial and household use,”
the chief coordinator of value-
added textile sector said.

He reiterated that industrial sec-
tor including textile one is the
backbone of the national econo-
my, which is faced with the
“severest ever shortage of vital

He said the gas shortage also
made a large number of industrial
units close production, conse-
quently these units are being relo-
cated to abroad as the investors
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‘Textile sector faces

RECORDER REPORT

KARACHI: Slamming the
govemiment’s policy on gas sup-
ply, Value-added Textile Forum
on Saturday said this policy is
ruining the already overburdened
textile export sector.

“The policy of the government
relating to gas is unfortunately
ruining the already overburdened
industrial sector, especially the
vital textile export sector,” said
Chief Co-ordinator, Value Added
Textile Forum Jawed Bilwani.

He demanded of the govern-
ment to supply gas on a special
priority to the industrial sector,
saying the country’s manufactur-
ing sector provides huge employ-
ment and eams precious foreign
exchange for the exchequer.

He said globally, industrial sec-
tor is placed first on the list of
government policies, but in

Pakistan the situation is quite dif-
ferent as the government at the
expense of export manufacturing
sector fosters the CNG sector by
supplying gas.

“Nowhere in the world the
industries are discouraged and
crushed like our country where
the government is out to ruin
the industry by cutting supply
of gas to the CNG sector,” he
added.

He said the governments in
regional countries are providing
all key facilities, incentives to
their manufacturing sectors,
besides an adequate energy sup-
ply.
Bilwani said the country could
not afford rise in the existing
unemployment and warned the
closures of industrial units
because of gas cuts. “The situa-
tion would badly hit jobs and

ruination’

could lead to a serious law and
order situation,” he added.

He proposed that for winter
season the tariff of gas should be
raised in proportion to diesel
prices to protect the passengers
from unjustified fare hike.

“Transporters are running their
vehicles on CNG but charging
fares on the basis of diesel price,
therefore, the CNG price should
be increased in winters to dis-
courage transporters and help
save gas for industrial and house-
hold use,” Bilwani said.

He said industrial sector includ-
ing textile is the backbone of the
national economy, which is fac-
ing “severest-ever shortage of
enew.ﬂ

He said gas shortage has forced
a large number of industrial units
to close production, hence mas-
sive relocation by investors. _l
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/ Steps urg;?
to overcome
gas Crisis
By Our Staff Reporter

KARACHI, Dec 31: Gas cri-
 sis is not only crippling indus-
| try, but also resulting in unem-
' ployment across the country
which may lead to chaos and
anarchy in all major cities and
towns.

This was stated by chair-
man, Pakistan Apparel Forum
(PAF) M Jawed Bilwani, in a
statement issued on Saturday.

He said the government
should ‘wake up before it
sweeps away everything
. because presently industrial
activity is at its lowest ebb.

The gas crisis was not only
damaging industrial activity
but also damaging exports .
which are vital for country’s
balance of trade and earning
of foreign exchange, he added.

Mr Bilwani said the value-
added textile sector was
already over- burdened with
other costs and higher gas tar-
iffs and shortage has made it |
difficult for the industry to |
meet 1ts export contracts.

The employment generated |
by the industry, he said is even
much more than the govern-
ment but it seems that there
was no realisation to this fact.

Nowhere in the world,
industries are discouraged
and crushed, but in owr coun-
try the government is out to
ruin industry at the cost of
supply of gas to CNG sector.

He said globally and even
in the neighbouring countries
top priority is given to indus-
trial sector, keeping in view
enormous employment gener-
ated and huge amount of for-
eign exchange earned by the
export sector.
~ All sorts of facilities and
infrastructure are provided to
the industry on priority but in
our country, the industry is
not only being neglected but
all decisions ‘are being taken
at its cost.

He further said that the'
masses first need jobs and
then anything else because
without having income they
ever could not use CNG or gas.




